Progressive bulbar paralysis in childhood: a case report.
The case of a progressive bulbar paresis in a nine and a half year old child is reported. The first symptoms were present at birth; however, the subsequent evolution was very low. Lesion of the motor nuclei of the V, VII, IX, XII, cranial nerves was evident on electromyographic investigation. Damage to the acoustic brain stem pathway was documented by the brain stem evoked potentials although audiometry was normal. No other neuronal systems or districts appeared to be damaged. The case suggests Fazio-Londe disease, although the involvement (albeit partial) of the auditory pathways recalls Van Laere syndrome. This supports the view that motor neuron disease in infancy is not an autonomous entity but a variant in a wide spectrum of progressive neuronal diseases.